














west of Bloomfield, N.M. Indians occupied the
village, an outlier of the important Chaco Canyon
complex, during the eleventh century. The fami-
lies abandoned the Salmon pueblo around 1265
A.D. The buildings reflect several masonry styles,
among them construction that used a rubble core
sandwiched between sophisticated facings of
beautiful sandstone. The masons cut each stone
to fit, creating a smooth style that looks sophisti-
cated even today. I love the contrast between the
bulk of the massive buildings and the delicate,
intricate stonework.

As a child, I remember Dad and Mom driv-
ing us to pueblo cliff dwelling northwest of Santa
Fe at Bandelier National Monument. The park’s
reconstructed ladders allowed us to scurry up the | Salmon Ruins
cliffsides and into the caves where the Indians
had lived. Mom and Dad watched at the bottom,
advising us kids not to fall.

The Anasazi were long gone by the time
the Navajo settled in Dinetah, but intriguing
signs of their presence remain. In The Blessing
Way, the cliff side ruins provided a scenic place
to stow kidnap victims, and offered Dad the
opportunity to share some information about the

Pueblo culture.

Ruins at Canyon de Chelly
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